
NATIONAL HIV PREVENTION SUMMIT 2024
THEME: BREAKING BARRIERS, BUILDING BRIDGES: UNITING FOR EFFECTIVE HIV PREVENTION
13th June 2024
Fiesta Royale Hotel, Dzorwulu - Accra

Objectives:
· [bookmark: _Hlk172191689]Develop a prioritized national HIV prevention agenda for Ghana
· Review and evaluate HIV prevention efforts and impacts in Ghana
· Gain a comprehensive understanding of the country's HIV prevention landscape
· Finalize milestones developed by the national prevention coalition at the 2025 HIV Prevention Road Map Review and Milestone Setting Workshop.
· Foster partnerships and collaborations among the National HIV Prevention Coalition

Number of persons attending: 119

Participating Organizations:
1. Her Excellency, First Lady of the Republic
2. Presidential Advisor on Health
3. Ministry of Health 
4. Ministry of Education
5. Ghana AIDS Commission
6. National AIDS/STI Control Program
7. Family Health Division/Ghana Health Service
8. National TB Control Program
9. National Population Council
10. Commission for Human Rights and Administrative Justice
11. Ghana Police Service
12. Ghana Prisons Service
13. National Development Planning Commission
14. National Youth Authority
15. UNAIDS
16. WHO
17. UNFPA
18. UNDP
19. PEPFAR/USAID
20. University of Ghana
21. Coalition of NGOs in Health
22. FHI 360
23. WAPCAS
24. AGAMAL
25. CHAG
26. HFFG/YHAG
27. PPAG
28. CEPEHRG
29. HRAC
30. GHANET
31. JHHCS
32. YKMFA
33. OFL
34. Send Ghana
35. Alliance for Dynamics Initiative
36. Juleana Holistic HealthCare Center
37. Abbott USA
38. Mothers to Mothers
39. WAAF
40. Health Aid Medicare
41. Genesis Analytics
42. Global Center for Healthy Workplaces
43. Civil Society Coalition for African Continental Free Trade Area
44. Gyanguoon Young Africa Network
45. Miss Malaika
46. Face of National Health Students Association

Session 1: Opening Session:
Moderator: Margeret Akosua Yamoah
Opening prayer by Rev. Akushika
Margaret welcomed all participants. She introduced the guest on the high table. 

Chair Acceptance Remarks, Ambassador Dr. Mokowa Blay Adu-Gyamfi
Ambassador Dr. Mokowa Blay Adu-Gyamfi expressed her gratitude for being appointed as the chairperson of the National HIV Prevention Summit. She emphasized the importance of the summit in fostering effective HIV prevention strategies and acknowledged the dedication and hard work that made the gathering possible. Dr Adu-Gyamfi highlighted the collective purpose shared by all participants to advance HIV prevention efforts and support those affected by the virus.
She underscored the human aspect behind the statistics, emphasizing that real people and communities rely on their leadership to ensure life-saving prevention measures. Dr. Adu-Gyamfi called for inclusive and supportive initiatives that address social, economic, and cultural factors affecting HIV prevention. She expressed optimism about the progress made and future breakthroughs, urging continued commitment from all stakeholders to achieve a future free of HIV.
In conclusion, Dr. Adu-Gyamfi thanked everyone for their trust and support, pledging to work collaboratively to achieve common goals and alleviate the suffering caused by HIV/AIDS. She emphasized the importance of renewed vigour and unwavering resolve in continuing the journey towards effective HIV prevention and support.

Welcome and Purpose of Gathering, Dr. Kyeremeh Atuahene
Dr. Kyeremeh Atuahene, Director General of the Ghana AIDS Commission, opened the National HIV Prevention Summit 2024 by expressing heartfelt gratitude to key stakeholders and partners, notably Her Excellency Madam Rebecca Akufo Addo, First Lady of the Republic of Ghana, UNFPA, UNAIDS, the Global Fund, PEPFAR, the Ministry of Health, Ghana Health Service, NACP, and various NGOs involved in the HIV response. Dr. Atuahene highlighted the significant progress achieved over the past two decades through a coordinated and structured approach involving government, private sector, civil society, healthcare, academia, media, faith-based organizations, and traditional authorities. Despite these advances, challenges such as persistent stigma and discrimination, inadequate funding, and insufficient adherence to prevention protocols continue, hindering progress towards epidemic control by 2030.
Ghana's commitment to the Global HIV Prevention Coalition's targets, set out in the 2021 UN Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS, was underscored. These targets aim to provide effective prevention services to 95% of at-risk people and reduce new infections by 85% by 2025. The summit's theme, "Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges: Uniting for Effective HIV Prevention," was deemed highly appropriate given the need to address high-risk sexual behaviours and the pervasive stigma and discrimination that hinder HIV prevention efforts.
Dr. Atuahene emphasized the importance of a prioritised, measurable, innovative, and impactful HIV prevention agenda, including the development of an HIV Prevention Roadmap to ensure a comprehensive national approach. The roadmap will focus on people-centered prevention models, adequate skill-building, and sustainable financing. He called for accelerated HIV prevention responses to address the existing gaps and achieve the 2025 targets. The purpose of the summit is to establish a country-owned, prioritized HIV prevention agenda, gain insights into the current prevention landscape, and assess ongoing efforts. The summit aims to finalize milestones developed during the 2025 HIV Prevention Roadmap review, explore innovative technologies, and foster collaborations to strengthen HIV prevention strategies while solidifying accountability mechanisms.
Dr. Atuahene concluded by acknowledging the unwavering support from the Government of Ghana, led by His Excellency the President, Nana Addo Danquah A as well as all stakeholders, including ministries, agencies, assemblies, development partners, healthcare workers, civil society, and the private sector. He extended special gratitude to UNAIDS and the South-to-South Learning Network for supporting the event and expressed optimism for the fruitful and impactful outcomes of the summit.
 
Statement by the Minister of Health, Honourable Bernard Okoe Boye represented by Mr. Ignatius Awinibuno
Dr. Ignatius Awinibuno, representing the Minister of Health, extended greetings and delivered a solidarity message at the National HIV Prevention Summit. He stated that it is important to unite stakeholders to review Ghana's HIV prevention efforts and update the national prevention program.
Key Points:
· Commitment to Global Goals: Ghana, as a member of the Global HIV Prevention Coalition, is dedicated to achieving the 2021 UN Political Declaration on HIV-AIDS targets, aiming to provide effective prevention services to 95% of at-risk populations and reduce new infections by over 80% by 2025 compared to 2010.
· Need for Strategy Review: The review of past efforts is crucial to develop a comprehensive strategy that integrates efficacious HIV prevention options with related health services. This includes removing social and legal barriers and empowering community-led services for sustainable HIV programming.
· Government Support: The government has invested in strengthening health delivery systems to support the implementation of new strategies from the summit. The Ministry of Health is ready to provide technical support for the national HIV agenda.
· Inclusive Prevention Agenda: An effective HIV prevention strategy should include all affected communities, traditional and faith-based institutions, and civil society, ensuring interventions are adaptable and contextually relevant.
Dr. Awinibuno concluded by encouraging active participation in the summit to develop a communique for adoption and implementation, ensuring the success of the national HIV prevention efforts.
Solidarity Messages (name, organization, e-mail):
1. Hector Sucilla Perez, Country Director, UNAIDS Ghana
2. Dr. Wilfred Ochan, Country Representative, UNFPA Ghana
3. Ms. Patience Ampomah, Youth FP2030 Focal Person, Planned Parenthood Association of Ghana and the Youth for Action Movement
Email contact:  
Key points from Solidarity Messages:
1. UNAIDS Ghana: Country Director, Mr. Hector Sucilla Perez:
The Country Director of UNAIDS Ghana, Hector Sucilla Perez, addressed the attendees, extending warm greetings on behalf of the United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS and the Joint Team on AIDS of the United Nations in Ghana. He emphasized that today’s gathering was dedicated to advancing Ghana’s agenda for HIV combination prevention, assessing progress, identifying challenges, and planning the way forward.
He acknowledged the collaborative efforts between the government, civil society organizations, communities of persons living with HIV, key populations, and development partners, which have contributed significantly to the progress made so far. Ghana has achieved notable strides towards the goals outlined in the Ten-Point Action Plan of the 2025 HIV Prevention Roadmap, with expansions in prevention programs, improvements in data systems, and strengthened partnerships across various sectors.
Nevertheless, he pointed out that challenges remain. There has been a 27% increase in new infections since 2010, with 17,000 new infections reported in 2022, including 44 among children and young people aged 0 to 24. A significant portion of persons living with HIV are either unaware of their status or not receiving antiretroviral treatment. Additionally, only 36% of young women and 37% of young men aged 15 to 24 have comprehensive knowledge of HIV prevention methods, according to the latest demographic and health surveillance data. He stressed the urgency of scaling up prevention programs and securing the availability and accessibility of HIV prevention commodities and services. Perez highlighted the importance of reinforcing the differentiated HIV prevention approach, which tailors interventions to the specific needs of different populations, while also focusing on coordination and cost-effectiveness.
Mr. Sucilla Perez also underscored the need for a harmonized, costed national operational plan with a comprehensive package of services. He emphasized the principle of evidence for action, advocating for the prioritization of strategic information initiatives such as national and subnational HIV prevention cascades, to effectively monitor and evaluate interventions, identify service delivery gaps, and ensure that those at highest risk receive the necessary services. He further highlighted the critical need to eliminate stigma and discrimination, which remain major barriers to accessing HIV prevention services. Through targeted campaigns, capacity-building initiatives, and community-led interventions, the aim is to reduce stigma and ensure that HIV prevention services are accessible to all individuals, irrespective of their circumstances.
He concluded by reiterating that the journey to end AIDS in Ghana requires continued commitment, innovation, and collaboration. He called on everyone to reaffirm their dedication to the cause of HIV prevention, driven by the belief that every life matters and that, together, significant progress can be achieved.
2. UNFPA Ghana: Country Representative, Dr. Wilfred Ochan:
Dr. Wilfred Ochan, Country Representative of UNFPA, expressed gratitude for the opportunity to address Her Excellency Rebecca Akufo Addo, First Lady of Ghana, the session chairman and presidential adviser on HIV/AIDS, the representative of the Honourable Minister of Health, and all distinguished guests at the Ghana National HIV Prevention Summit. He conveyed warm greetings from the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and highlighted the persistent challenge of HIV infections, particularly among young people, who represent Ghana's future. Dr. Ochan stressed the direct link between HIV and teenage pregnancy, emphasizing the urgent need for a comprehensive approach to address risky sexual behaviours among youth.
He acknowledged the solid scientific knowledge and evidence base on HIV prevention, advocating for proven approaches such as behavioral adaptations (abstinence, faithfulness, condom use), harm reduction among drug users, and addressing structural drivers of HIV. Dr. Ochan commended Ghana for successfully deploying these prevention programs, which have contributed to reducing new HIV infections, especially among young people.
However, he pointed out gaps revealed by the 2022 Demographic Health Survey, where only 36% of young women and 37% of young men have comprehensive knowledge of HIV prevention methods, indicating a need for intensified efforts in education and prevention tools distribution. Dr. Ochan emphasized the importance of using data to target interventions effectively, understanding population dynamics, vulnerabilities, and exposure risks related to HIV, especially among young people. He underscored the need to align these efforts within Ghana's national development framework to maximize impact.
Expressing UNFPA's commitment, Dr. Ochan highlighted ongoing collaborations with Ghana's AIDS Commission, the Malaika Foundation, and other NGOs to support HIV prevention initiatives among youth, including peer education and outreach activities. He cited the West and Central Africa commitment for healthy adolescents and young people as a guiding document for regional action.
In conclusion, Dr. Ochan reaffirmed UNFPA's dedication to supporting HIV prevention in Ghana through collaborative efforts and evidence-based strategies. He expressed optimism for a sharpened HIV prevention roadmap that will mobilize all stakeholders towards achieving significant progress in combating HIV.
3. Ms. Patience Ampomah, Youth FP2030 Focal Person, YAM/PPAG: 
Ms. Patience Ampomah, speaking on behalf of Planned Parenthood Association of Ghana and their youth wing, Youth Action Movement, addressed the audience under the theme "Breaking Barriers, Building Bridges: Uniting for Effective HIV Prevention." She highlighted Ghana's commitment as part of the Global HIV Prevention Coalition, citing its adoption of global targets from the 2021 UN Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS. This commitment aims to provide effective prevention services to 95% of those at risk by 2025, with the goal of reducing new infections significantly.
Ms. Ampomah acknowledged historical advancements in HIV treatment and community advocacy efforts, while noting persistent challenges such as stigma, discrimination, and misinformation, especially affecting key populations and youth. She emphasized the need to overcome these barriers through education and collective action. Educational initiatives led by PPAG's Youth Action Movement were highlighted as essential in dispelling myths and addressing gaps in healthcare systems, particularly in marginalized communities where access to preventive measures, testing, and treatment remains uneven.
Ms. Ampomah called for collaborative efforts from governments, NGOs, private companies, and community organizations to address disparities and ensure equitable access to HIV services. She underscored the importance of empathy and solidarity in supporting those affected by HIV, advocating for their rights, and fostering a supportive environment.
In conclusion, Ms. Ampomah urged continued vigilance and proactive measures in the fight against HIV, envisioning a future where HIV is no longer a threat, and every individual can enjoy a healthy and fulfilling life.
Keynote Address, Her Excellency, Rebecca Akuffo-Addo, First Lady, Republic of Ghana
Her Excellency Rebecca Akuffo-Addo delivered a keynote address emphasizing the importance of collaboration, innovation, and inclusivity in the fight against HIV. She acknowledged the efforts of healthcare workers, government entities, and development partners in combating the HIV epidemic in Ghana and outlined key strategies and principles necessary for progress.
Key Points:
1. Collaboration and Partnerships:
· Importance of working together across all sectors of society.
· Partnerships between governments, civil society organizations, healthcare providers, researchers, and affected communities are crucial.
· Collaboration fosters empathy, understanding, and solidarity.
2. Addressing Barriers:
· Confronting barriers such as stigma, discrimination, lack of access to healthcare, and socioeconomic disparities.
· Empowering communities with knowledge, resources, and support to protect against HIV.
3. Building Bridges:
· Building bridges of understanding and compassion.
· Promoting human rights and ensuring equitable access to HIV prevention services.
· Emphasizing empathy and understanding the unique challenges faced by different communities.
4. Health Initiatives and Achievements:
· Advocacy and campaigns like the Free to Shine campaign and cervical cancer projects.
· Contributions of the Rebecca Foundation, including providing equipment, medication, and infrastructure.
· Importance of universal healthcare coverage and recent innovations in HIV prevention such as long-acting injectables and the vaginal ring.
5. Commitment and Future Goals:
· Commitment to national and international efforts, including the 2021 UN Political Declaration on HIV.
· Striving for a future where everyone can live free from the fear of HIV and AIDS.
· Urging continued effort and unity to turn the tide of the epidemic and achieve epidemic control similar to countries like Botswana and Zimbabwe.
Her Excellency concluded by reaffirming her dedication to breaking barriers, building bridges, and uniting for effective HIV prevention, aiming for a healthier and brighter future for all.
Session 2: Data for Impact for HIV Prevention
Moderator: Dr. Anthony Ashinyo 
[bookmark: _Int_k8l9m6MW]Dr. Anthony Ashinyo presented updated HIV epidemic data for Ghana as of the end of 2023. Out of 334,095 people living with HIV, 81.6% are adults above 25 years, 11.4% are young people aged 14 to 24, and 6.9% are children aged zero to 14. There were 16,574 new infections reported, with adults accounting for 9,996 cases, young people for 4,610, and children for 2,868. Among the new infections, females totalled 10,927 and males 5,647. Dr. Ashinyo emphasized the importance of understanding the Natural History of HIV transmission, focusing interventions on early detection, treatment initiation, and viral suppression to prevent disease progression and mortality. He highlighted key populations such as sex workers, adolescents, and individuals at risk for mother-to-child transmission as priority groups needing tailored prevention strategies. The session aimed to discuss specific intervention packages tailored to these populations based on comprehensive data and evidence.
Presentations and presenters:
1. Differentiated HIV Prevention: Clemens Benedikt, Senior Adviser: UNAIDS 
Global HIV Prevention Coalition 
2. Synthesis of HIV Prevention Data and Prevention Cascade: Dr. Nii Hanson Nortey, Consultant
  
Key points from Presentations:
1. Differentiated HIV Prevention: Clemens Benedikt, Senior Adviser: UNAIDS Global HIV Prevention Coalition
Clemens Benedikt emphasized the importance of differentiated HIV prevention strategies to effectively target populations most at risk of HIV infection while optimizing available resources. He stated that the key premise as to tailor prevention efforts to specific populations, locations, interventions, timing, modalities, and cost-effectiveness.
He outlined six dimensions essential for people-centered, precise prevention:
1. Right People: Identifying populations most vulnerable to HIV based on incidence and risk behaviors.
2. Right Locations: Targeting interventions where HIV incidence is highest, using local data to pinpoint areas needing the most attention.
3. Right Interventions: Tailoring prevention strategies to suit different populations and their specific risk profiles.
4. Right Time: Implementing timely interventions, especially for key populations and young people engaging in high-risk behaviors.
5. Right Way: Ensuring interventions are culturally appropriate, community-driven, and sensitive to local contexts.
6. Right Cost: Balancing effectiveness with cost-efficiency, prioritizing interventions based on their impact and feasibility.
He further outlined that the global HIV prevention roadmap aims for an 80% reduction in new infections by 2025, emphasizing a differentiated approach with ambitious targets where HIV risk is highest and scaled-down targets where risk is lower. Using Ghana as an example, Benedikt highlighted subnational disparities in HIV incidence, underscoring the need for localized prevention strategies. He explained that tools like the subnational population size estimation tool helped to identify high-risk populations within specific regions, facilitating targeted interventions.
Benedikt stressed the importance of equity in HIV prevention, noting disparities in access to services based on socioeconomic factors like education and income. He advocated for community involvement in program design and implementation to ensure interventions are responsive to local needs.
Furthermore, Benedikt discussed the strategic differentiation of prevention packages based on incidence levels:
· Low-Incidence Areas: Basic prevention measures like testing and condom distribution.
· Moderate-Incidence Areas: Additional demand generation for combination prevention.
· High-Incidence Areas: Intensive, face-to-face outreach targeting high-risk populations like sex workers.
He concluded by addressing the complexity of HIV prevention, emphasizing the need for adaptive strategies that evolve based on local data and community feedback. Benedikt also highlighted the role of cost-effectiveness in shaping prevention priorities, urging countries to prioritize interventions that offer the greatest impact.
In summary, Benedikt's presentation underscored the necessity of tailored, data-driven HIV prevention strategies that maximize impact while ensuring resources are used efficiently and equitably across diverse populations and settings.




2. Synthesis of HIV Prevention Data and Prevention Cascade: Dr. Nii Hanson Nortey, Consultant
Dr. Nii Hansen Nortey presented a comprehensive analysis of HIV prevention efforts, focusing on the effectiveness of interventions, the use of prevention cascades, and the challenges in data monitoring and evaluation. The presentation also addressed the need for consistent methodologies and the importance of localized data.
Findings from Cascade Analysis
1. Target Population Estimates: Based on projections from the 2019 IDPS, an estimated 60,049 FSWs in Ghana were identified. Notably, discrepancies arose when the number of individuals reached surpassed the estimated population, possibly due to underestimations or inaccuracies in data collection.
2. Intervention Uptake:
· Condom use showed relatively better uptake compared to PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis).
· A significant drop-off was observed in the consistent use of PrEP among FSWs and MSM.
3. Regional Variations: Sub-national analysis revealed significant variation in intervention uptake, with the highest uptake in some regions not exceeding 11%. This disparity highlighted inconsistencies in intervention effectiveness across regions.
Challenges and Recommendations
· Population Estimates: There is a need for more frequent and accurate estimations of key populations to ensure effective intervention planning.
· Service Access: Access to services remains low across the country, necessitating improved distribution and availability.
· Unique Identification: Implementing unique identification for key population (KP) clients could enhance tracking and documentation, leading to better service delivery.
· Sub-National Engagement: Improving quality engagement and monitoring at the sub-national level is crucial for addressing regional disparities in intervention uptake.
Next Steps
· Continued Analysis: Ongoing refinement and analysis of cascades at both national and sub-national levels.
· Addressing Gaps: Proactively addressing identified gaps to enhance intervention strategies.
· Unique Identification Methods: Considering unique identification methods to improve the tracking of KP clients and enhance the accuracy of data.
Conclusion
Dr. Nortey's presentation underscored the significance of detailed data analysis and continuous monitoring to improve the effectiveness of interventions aimed at reducing HIV transmission among key populations in Ghana.
Breakout Session: Discussion and Review of Mapped out Prioritized HIV Prevention Agenda
Facilitator, GAC/UNAIDS Ghana
Mr. Sammie Bortey Mensah, a UNAIDS consultant with the Prevention Acceleration Team briefed participants on the objectives and guidelines for the breakout session titled "Discussion and Review of Mapped-out Prioritized HIV Prevention Agenda." He underscored the need for prioritization of intervention ideas across five pillars: key populations, adolescent girls and young women, adolescent boys, condom programming, and general HIV prevention efforts. He encouraged participants to brainstorm and propose activities tailored to address specific challenges related to HIV prevention in Ghana.
Participants were divided into five (5) groups and tasked with identifying pertinent issues within their assigned pillar and proposing corresponding interventions. They were instructed to utilize the templates provided on flash drives to document their ideas and rate them according to specified criteria, ensuring clarity on whether activities were deemed top priorities or lower priorities within their respective categories.
Mr. Mensah stressed the importance of geographic coverage considerations and ensuring that proposed activities align with local or national needs based on available data. The session aimed to generate between five to ten actionable activities per group, promoting a structured approach to addressing HIV prevention challenges in Ghana.

Session 3: Prevention Operational Plan and GPC Roadmap
Moderator: Dr. Fred Nana Poku
Presentations and presenters:
1. HIV Prevention Roadmap: GAC/UNAIDS 
2. Operational Plan and Package of Service for HIV Prevention: Dr. Gilbert Buckle, Consultant
3. Progress on Stigma Reduction Roadmap for Persons Who Use/Inject Drugs: Maria-Goretti Loglo, IDPC and Selasi Tsegah, UNAIDS Ghana
4. GPC / South-South Learning Network – HIV Prevention Activities and TA plans: SSLN / Genesis team

Key points from Presentations:
1. HIV Prevention Roadmap: GAC/UNAIDS 
During Session 3, Dr. Fred Nana Poku presented on the HIV Prevention Roadmap, emphasizing the Global Prevention Coalition's objectives for achieving targets by 2025 and 2030. He provided an overview of the coalition formed in 2017 by UNAIDS and UNFPA to accelerate global efforts in HIV prevention. Dr. Nana Poku highlighted the roadmap's ten key action points aimed at reducing HIV infections and ultimately ending AIDS. These points included conducting data-driven assessments, adopting precision prevention approaches, defining country-specific investment needs, and strengthening leadership in prevention.
He reported on Ghana's progress based on a recent assessment, using color-coded indicators to show achievements and gaps in each action point. Key gaps identified included the lack of decentralized targets at regional and district levels, insufficient policy on harm reduction, and incomplete integration of HIV services with other health provisions.
Dr. Nana Poku detailed priority actions for each gap identified, such as developing tools for regional assessments, enhancing resource allocation for national coordination bodies, and improving community-led organization capabilities through social contracting.
Moreover, he addressed challenges in implementing new technologies, ensuring real-time program monitoring, and strengthening accountability mechanisms among stakeholders. Recommendations included fostering partnerships with key stakeholders like the Global Fund, enhancing disability inclusion, and improving visibility of multisectoral HIV prevention working groups.
In conclusion, Dr. Nana Poku urged collaboration and proactive measures to achieve the roadmap's objectives, inviting further discussion and recommendations from stakeholders to enhance HIV prevention efforts in Ghana.
2. Operational Plan and Package of Service for HIV Prevention: Dr. Gilbert Buckle, Consultant
Dr. Buckle delivered a presentation on the ‘Operational Plan and Package of Service for HIV Prevention.’ He highlighted the comprehensive approach required to address the diverse needs of various population groups, emphasizing prevention as a key strategy. The presentation underscored the importance of aligning national priorities with global targets and ensuring efficient resource allocation to maximize impact.
Dr. Buckle stressed the significance of strategic planning and management to facilitate effective implementation of prevention activities. He acknowledged the collaborative efforts involving UNAIDS, the Ghanaian Commission, NAACP, and other stakeholders, emphasizing the need for cohesive action to prevent new HIV infections and support those affected.
The presentation outlined a roadmap with ten broad interventions, focusing on advocacy, domestic resource mobilization, and targeted interventions for key and general populations. Dr. Buckle emphasized the need to prioritize prevention efforts to curb the incidence and prevalence of HIV, highlighting the intention to safeguard the general population from infection while supporting key populations effectively.
In conclusion, Dr. Buckle thanked the participants for their contributions and stressed the importance of collective efforts in shaping a comprehensive HIV prevention strategy aligned with national and global objectives. He expressed optimism that the collaborative approach would lead to tangible outcomes in the fight against HIV/AIDS in Ghana.
3. Progress on Stigma Reduction Roadmap for Persons Who Use/Inject Drugs: Maria-Goretti Loglo, IDPC and Selasi Tsegah, UNAIDS Ghana
The presentation by Maria-Goretti Loglo and Selasi Tsegah, UNAIDS Consultant, focused on the urgent need to address stigma and discrimination against people who use drugs (PWUDs) in Ghana. The context was set against a backdrop of significant HIV prevalence among this group, with over 350,000 people living with HIV (PLHIV) in Ghana. A 2022 Rapid Assessment revealed widespread drug use, with 12% involving injecting drugs, and highlighted that HIV prevalence among drug users is 2.5% higher than the national average. This situation is compounded by nearly a third of injectors using unsterile needles, emphasizing the critical need for targeted interventions.
Recent efforts in Ghana have included significant legislative and policy reforms, notably the Narcotics Control Act (Act 1019) passed in 2020, which reduced penalties for drug use offences and promoted harm reduction and alternatives to incarceration. Despite these advances, stigma and discrimination remain pervasive, affecting access to health services and social inclusion. The presentation underscored the necessity of creating a supportive environment where PWUDs feel safe and supported. The Global Fund's support for pilot harm reduction programs and the development of a new Legislative Instrument, Strategic Plan, and Standard Operating Procedure on harm reduction in 2024 are steps towards this goal.
A National Stakeholder Dialogue was organized to tackle these issues, bringing together over 55 participants from various sectors, including government, academia, civil society, service providers, youth, and affected communities. The dialogue resulted in key recommendations, such as the need for policy creation and revision, staff education and sensitization, and employer assistance programs. The proposed roadmap emphasizes awareness and education, policy advocacy, peer support programs, improved access to services, and rigorous monitoring and evaluation to track progress and make data-driven modifications. The aim is to create a supportive societal environment, enhance healthcare access, support a National Harm Reduction strategy, and foster greater social inclusion for PWUDs.
4. GPC / South-South Learning Network – HIV Prevention Activities and TA plans: SSLN / Genesis team
The presentation by the SSLN/Genesis team focused on the activities and technical assistance plans of the South to South Learning Network (SSLN) in HIV prevention. Ms. Lulama Lunika from South Africa and her colleague from Nigeria highlighted the network's role in facilitating knowledge exchange among African countries to accelerate their HIV prevention efforts.
Ms. Lunika began by providing background on the SSLN, explaining that it was established in 2020 as a learning network involving initially ten countries, including Ghana, to enhance collaboration and share best practices in HIV prevention. Over time, the network expanded to 15 African countries, engaging in activities aimed at identifying programmatic gaps, building social capital among HIV prevention managers, and promoting the replication of successful prevention strategies across countries.
She emphasized the importance of country-specific self-assessment tools to pinpoint areas needing improvement, followed by the development of action plans tailored to each country's priorities. Ghana, an active participant in the network, has undertaken numerous learning activities, hosted workshops, participated in mentoring series, and completed case studies aimed at refining its HIV prevention strategies.
Dr. Thomas Ofem elaborated on the network's evolution, particularly its expanded mandate to incorporate research evidence into policy and program development. Supported by the Gates Foundation, the SSLN now synthesizes regional HIV prevention evidence into practical knowledge products, assisting countries like Ghana in enhancing their prevention policies and programs. He underscored the network's objectives: collaborating with country stakeholders to identify evidence gaps, synthesizing existing prevention evidence into actionable insights, and ensuring that these insights inform robust prevention policies and programs at the national level. Dr. Lafayette encouraged active participation in learning events, utilization of network resources, and fostering connections among countries to sustain knowledge exchange beyond formal network activities.
In conclusion, the team invited further engagement from stakeholders interested in joining the SSLN, promoting their presence on social media platforms and encouraging utilization of their online resources. Overall, the presentation highlighted the SSLN's pivotal role in advancing HIV prevention through collaborative learning and evidence-based strategies across African countries.

Session 4: Wrap Up and Closing
Presentation of Communique of Prevention Summit, GAC
Selasi Tsegah, a UNAIDS Consultant, presented the key takeaways and recommendations in a communique at the Prevention Summit. She reiterated Dr. Nana Poku’s assurance that the participants will receive a more detailed document subsequently.

Closing Remarks, Dr. Kyeremeh Atuahene, DG, Ghana AIDS Commission
In his closing remarks, the Director General of the Ghana AIDS Commission expressed gratitude to all attendees for their active participation and perseverance throughout the session. He acknowledged the valuable learning and discussions that took place, emphasizing their collective commitment to implementing the outcomes of the meeting. He underscored the importance of collaboration in monitoring and achieving the agreed-upon goals.
Highlighting the proactive role required in HIV prevention, he emphasized that success depends on utilizing the necessary tools, applying knowledge, and leveraging available technical resources effectively. He echoed Dr. Buckle's point about the low HIV prevalence in Ghana but noted the significant number still affected, reinforcing the duty to ensure most of the population remains HIV-negative.
Recognizing the individual's role in their health outcomes, he called for unified support to empower and sustain positive health behaviours. Encouraging reflection on the discussions and commitments made during the summit, he urged participants to deepen their dedication to HIV prevention interventions upon returning to their respective offices and homes. In closing, he invoked a blessing for all present, expressing hope for continued progress in Ghana's efforts towards HIV prevention.

Vote of Thanks, NTP
The representative of the National TB Control Programme began the vote of thanks by expressing gratitude to God for the day, noting the unexpected morning rain and thanking God for bringing them through it. She extended heartfelt thanks to the First Lady for her presence and to Ambassador Dr. Mokowa Blay Adu-Gyamfi, humorously mentioning the need to look up the meaning of the name.
She continued by expressing appreciation to all the partners, including UNFPA, UNAIDS, WHO, and others, ensuring none were left out. Special thanks were given to Miss Malaika and the first runner-up, highlighting the importance of beauty queens in spreading the message alongside technical experts and CSOs. The representative acknowledged all the speakers from the different sessions, appreciating their adherence to time and especially thanked Dr. Buckle for his engaging presentation. Gratitude was also extended to everyone who participated and contributed to the event's success.
She invited everyone to stand and applaud the Director General, Dr. Atuahene, for his contributions. The representative emphasized the collaborative effort in building bridges to prevent HIV and TB, wishing everyone a safe journey home and looking forward to future meetings.
In conclusion, she reminded everyone that they would recite the pledge, closing the session with a united commitment to their cause.
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