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Background

• Men and boys are less likely to test for HIV, and they access 
treatment later than women

• Men and boys belonging to a sexual and/or criminalized 
minority or to any vulnerable group have worse rates of testing 
and accessing treatment 

• Higher engagement of men and boys will have a positive impact 
on their own health and on that of women



Increased burdens: COVID-19

• Vulnerabilities heightened by an 
epidemic (social, physical) 

• Stigma and discrimination 

• Impact on men (work, health seeking 
behaviour)

• Impact on women (including GBV)



Pathways to analysing and 
documenting gaps and working 
models on male engagement 

• UNAIDS , Co-sponsors and stakeholders  have been at the 
forefront of male engagement both in the HIV response and 
on challenging gender norms that prevent men and boys from 
fully enjoying their right to health

• Since 2019, UNAIDS collaborated with Sonke Gender Justice, 
Promundo, WHO and UN Women:

• Analyzing and documenting effective male engagement

• A regional consultation on ‘Accelerating Men’s HIV 
service uptake and delivery in ESA’ in 2019;

• The male engagement framework presented to you 
today

• A clearinghouse collecting all relevant resources on male 
engagement in the HIV response, looking at boys and 
men in all their diversity (www.menandhiv.org).

https://menandhiv.org/


The Framework for Action: 
Overview

• Men’s low uptake for HIV related services is driven 
by a range of multi level factors.

• Whilst some barriers are the product of prevailing 
gender norms, focusing only on gender norms is an 
oversimplification.

• Men tend to lack the universal entry points to 
health systems that women generally have.



The Framework for Action:
Content

• The current status of the HIV epidemic among men and 
boys in the region;

• A framework for engaging men and boys in the HIV 
response that sheds light on structural enablers;

• Role of gender norms and how to transform their harmful 
influence;

• How to increase prevention, testing and treatment among 
men and boys , specifically in all their diversity.









• What it is: a possible implementation process step by 
step.

• What it is not: a toolkit, that countries can take as is and 
use directly. 

• Accompanied by clearing house: https://menandhiv.org/

The Framework for Action


